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Lally Columns in
Residential Construction

By Jim DeStefano

Lally columns are commonly used in residential construction for supporting wood or steel girders. They are
available in 3 %2 inch and 4 inch diameters. Lally columns are manufactured from 16 gage steel tubing, which is

filled with concrete. -
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are more commonly left loose.
Lally columns are intended for interior use only. The thin outer steel shell is very vulnerable to corrosion. They should never be used in an
application, which exposes them to the weather, constant moisture, or corrosive chemicals. In basements susceptible to frequent flooding, column
bases should be elevated on masonry pedestals.
Lally columns are engineered to resist concentric vertical loads. They are inefficient at resisting lateral loads or flexural forces. Consequently, they
should not be used in exterior walls or other situations where they may be subjected to substantial lateral loads.
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